THE   PRESS  AND   POLITICS

copies each day. As a result the public are shut off from an
essential part of the process of political renewal which every
society needs if it is to avoid complete ossification.

Many of these defects in the British press are inevitable and
ineradicable. Happily, radio and television with their more
direct approach compensate us in part. At its best a broadcast
brings you into direct contact with those who have something
to say and the debates and arguments which take place on the
air, though usually truncated, offer some stimulus to thought.
But even they are poor substitutes for the directness that would
come from the broadcasting of great debates at the United
Nations, in Parliament and on local authorities. For so long as
we continue to shut them out from our homes we shall
continue to remain handicapped in the choice we make of
those whom we send to represent us in the seats of power.
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